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DETAILED ACTION 

1 • This application has been examined. 

2. Claims 1-18 are pending. 

3. Claims 1-18 are allowed. 

4. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The prior art 
does not suggest forming microsphere composites of collagen and bioceramic powder 
by mixing collagen solution, bioceramic powder and alginate, discharging spherical 
droplets of the mixture into a divalent cation solution to cause gelling a form 
microspheres, coating the microspheres with chitosan solution, and liquefying and 
washing out Interior alginate and surface chitosan of the microspheres. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Mary Lynn F. Theisen whose telephone number is 571- 
272-1210. The examiner can normally be reached on Thursday and Friday 6:30-4:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael Colaianni can be reached on 571-272-1 196. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 
872-9306. 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308- 
0661. 



Mary Lynn R Theisen 
Primary Examiner 
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